
2022 has been the "living with 'Rona' year". We had a weird start, with only the seniors in attendance for

the first two weeks, and unfortunately some early regular activities like the Biology excursion were

cancelled. As the year wore on both students and teachers went down, at various intervals, with the

dreaded virus, but we all battled on and plenty of great achievements still took place.

Early in the year about 30 Year 10 students participated in the annual neuroscience quiz called the Brain

Bee Challenge. Two of our students, Maddi Searle and Isabella Appeldorn did well enough to be selected to

attend the Queensland state challenge at the University of Queensland Neuroscience facility.

Unfortunately, Maddi was unable to attend but Isabella had a great time.

The 2022 “Curious Minds” participants were Evie Corbett and Fidel Mearns. This is an excellent program

that teams girls with an interest in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) subjects with a

mentor for the year. The mentors are female researchers or industry experts who freely give their time

and expertise to encourage the next generation. Jack Newby and Oliver Vogelaar were accepted to attend

the Junior Physics Odyssey, a three-day program for aspiring physicists and engineers held at the

University of Queensland.

In early May, Mr Shirlaw and Ms Smith took a bunch of 40 keen Year 9 students to the University of

Southern Queensland Discovery Day where the students were able to participate in range of STEM

activities such as robotics, drones, medical laboratory techniques and biotechnology. By all accounts the

activities were thoroughly enjoyed by all attendees.

Normally when I am writing this report I am able to give the results from the annual International science

quiz, but, alas, this year the results are delayed so I can only mention the names of the brave contestants:

Ella Vickery, Zach Knight, Abbey Kapernick, Eden Brandon and Tom Maddock. I am sure that we will score

some gongs when the results are released.

After the September holidays our Indigenous students, together with some of our year 7 students (about

80 students all together), participated in another round of cool STEM activities including forensic science,

rocketry and aerospace activities.



I cannot finish this report without mentioning the super amazing activities that the Year 10 STEM class

has participated in this year. We started the year with Dr Daniel Wallace from QUT assisting us to perform

a CRISPR-Cas9 gene editing experiment. The experiment involved cutting genes out of a bacteria to

remove the colour from the bacteria. This is incredible technology to be using in a school, and as far as I

know we are the first and only school in Australia to do a CRISPR- Cas9 gene edit experiment. We are also

thankful for the assistance we receive each year from Dr Kris Thurecht and Dr Craig Bell and the wonderful

team of researchers from the Centre for Advanced Imaging, who every year help us to create, test and

image polymers. This is very advanced science, the testing involves firing lasers at our polymer samples,

putting them in huge magnetic fields, injecting them into mice and following where they go in the body and

much more. The STEM students are now busily building and coding robotic devices. 

In 2022 we were pleased to welcome Mr Tim Scarlett and Mr Nathan Braganza to our department, while

mid year we also welcomed Mrs Lexie Scholz and Mr Will Rozynski. Mrs Melina Cergnulli was also

appointed as a new laboratory technician, and is a very welcome addition to our team. On the sad side of

the equation we will shortly lose Mr Paul Sullivan from our ranks. Mr Sullivan has for many years made huge

contributions to Biology, both in our school and in the Queensland education system as a whole. We will

also shortly lose the much loved Miss Ngareta Day, one of the most patient, giving, and caring teachers I

know. Miss Day is heading to the big smoke and we wish her well.

Finally, a traditional farewell to all year 12s but especially those who have graced our science classrooms.

I am sure that many of you will go on to great things as many have before you. Bon voyage! May your

futures be bright and fulfilling.
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