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Nick James had little idea when he graduated from Kingaroy State High School in 2000 what the universe 

would have in store for him. Yet since then, he has not wasted a minute. Partly inspired by Don Mengel 

(History & Economics teacher) and his stories of travels and adventure, Nick has pursued a life of hard work 

and travel. 

Having mastered three languages, including Spanish and Italian, and with a working knowledge of Korean, 

Portuguese and Japanese, Nick has travelled to at least 35 countries around the world. His life has been one 

big adventure as he worked out what he wanted to achieve and credits former Guidance Officer, Barry James, 

for assisting him a “great deal in school and after…graduating.” 

Nick most enjoyed Physical Education during his high school days, but also loved the science subjects, in 

particular those of biology and anatomy. These school interests were what led him to pursue physiotherapy 

studies at university. 

However, Nick decided that he liked the idea of a gap year, so successfully applied and won a scholarship for a 

student exchange to Guatemala during 2001. He reflected that while there were some really scary moments, 

that the experience was a blast and that he “learned the most… [he] ever had.” 

This experience provided Nick with a pivotal realisation. With assistance from Mr James, Nick decided to 

complete a Bachelor of Language and Applied Linguistics at Griffith University. Upon the completion of his 

degree, travel once again beckoned, prompting a move to Canada, working on the ski fields and in the oil 

mines. He also spent time travelling throughout Europe and south-east Asia, preceding his return to Australia 

for a short stint as a travel agent, followed by teaching English as a second or other language (TESOL). 

Still possessing a passion for travel, Nick landed a job in South America as a tour guide in countries like Brazil, 

Argentina, Bolivia, Peru and Ecuador. Whilst Nick viewed it as “an amazing experience” he decided to move to 

Columbia to teach, then travelled on his own throughout South America. This time was followed by a return 

Australia before a year of teaching English in Korea. 

During his travels, Nick encountered many people who further inspired his desire to travel. “I have met many 

famous people from other countries, in Columbia, Korea and Japan. The most inspirational for me have been 

the other travellers that have seen and done things that just fuelled my fire further to travel more.” 

Australia beckoned again, and with it a job at the Youth Hostel Association (YHA) as a tour specialist for the 

east coast of Queensland and New South Wales. During this time, Nick furthered his education and completed 

two master’s degrees in three years, his Masters of Business and Masters of Project Management. 

More recently Nick has worked with DHL as an import and export specialist, and said that, “Whilst it’s not my 

dream, I am saving money with my fiancée to move to Japan.” This 2016 move is a stepping stone for the couple 

to “start our own business and a family.” 



With over a decade-and-a-half of life experiences under his belt, those who knew Nick at school may have 

foreseen his embrace of life. A member of Lavarack, Nick was always involved in sport, participating in school 

carnivals and spending enjoyable time with friends. He was a leader who “enjoyed doing charity work as the 

Welfare Committee Chairperson, organising those events for the students, raising money for worthy causes.” 

His experiences give him a great view to share with current students. He is a firm believer in the lifelong pursuit 

of education of all sorts. “Education is very important; the things you learn may not be the most important for 

your life – but the work, study ethic, relationship-building skills are the most important things that you should 

try your best to become skilled at.” 

“Once you leave school, in my opinion, you have only just completed your warm-up for the big event, in order 

to succeed you must never stop learning, whether it be at school or at work,” he added. 

Nick has stated that he was grateful to the many teachers who “were very supportive of me and my fellow 

students, in pursing our dreams.”  

Though this may be hard for current students to understand, “the good habits you make in your first jobs, will 

be with you for the rest of your life and shape the adults you will become.” 

Both of Nick’s siblings, Keri and Samantha James graduated from Kingaroy High and are now living in Brisbane 

and Sydney respectively. 

Nick’s advice for the present students is that, “High school is but a small part of your life as a whole. You can 

achieve anything and do anything that you want, so long as you plan and put things into motion today, to achieve 

what you want tomorrow; [you] will be truly successful.” 

He implores young people today to, “do what makes you happy, not what you think others expect you to do. If 

you do what makes you happy, you will attract like-minded people, and spend your life with like-minded people 

– doing the things you love.”  There could be no better living proof of this mantra than this 2000 Kingaroy 

graduate.  

 


