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By Emily Hutton 

Ironman championships. Marathons. Adventure Races. XTERRA 

World Champs.  

That is the life of former Kingaroy High student, Tod Horton (1988 – 1992), who has 

achieved much since graduating, and is now working as a Global Strategic Business Leader at 

Healthwise Global, a business division of Flight Centre Travel Group. Tod has travelled the 

world, employing staff in eleven different countries; he is also in charge of three other 

businesses, with approximately 400 staff worldwide.  

Unsurprisingly, for someone whose work life is focused on physical health, Tod’s favourite 

subject throughout his school years was Physical Education: “[I] loved everything about 

sport and played every type of sport I could.” He nominates his most inspiring teachers as 

those who taught the subject, such as Mr Rowan, Mr Dempster and Mr McDonald, “for 

being the coolest and most fun Phys Ed teachers and always loving what they were teaching 

us!” 

Tod nominated leadership, communication, integrity, life balance and honesty as some of 

the many skills that he learnt while at school, which were – and still are – useful in his life. 

His most respected teacher was “Mr Ballin, our Principal, as he ran a tight ship but had a 

good heart, and always looked out for students who were trying.” 

Tod’s sister, Shelly Horton, also attended Kingaroy SHS, and is someone whose media career 

has taken off to become so successful that she’s frequently seen on our television screens. 

Shelly runs video production company, ShellShocked Media, having worked across many 

television and radio stations in Australia, and beyond. 

After graduation, Tod landed himself an amazing job with Flight Centre. “My family and I 

have been able to travel to nearly every part of the world. I would travel overseas more 

than 15 times every year and have been able to see some of the most amazing destinations 

and experience lifelong memories.” 

Through his travel and work, Tod has met many inspirational people, such as Sir Richard 

Branson, Lance Armstrong, Michael J Fox, Will.I.Am, Sir Bob Geldof, Gwyneth Paltrow, Andre 



Agassi, Fat Boy Slim. “I am lucky enough to help organise the activities for our Global Ball, 

and every year we have amazing keynote speakers, “he said. “I have been fortunate enough 

to get autographs for my kids and chat to a few of them.”  

Tod has applied many things he learnt at Kingaroy in his life after graduation: “Always treat 

others with respect. Your paths will always cross in some way over the years. People can be 

very mean and not think what an effect that can have on others later in life, so don’t be that 

person that causes someone else grief. Treat others as you expect to be treated.” 

“I really enjoyed all of my time at school. I worked really hard but it has paid off with life 

changing opportunities. I was taught good study and life practices from all of my teachers 

and really owe a lot to them,” Tod said. 

Tod’s advice for the current students is, “Even though you feel a lot of the classes/subjects 

you are doing are not relevant, it will surprise you how often you will need to have a 

plethora of knowledge in many different fields.” Although Tod said it made him “sound like 

an old man” to give advice, he said, “It really does pay off to not only have a great time and 

enjoy your school years, but work hard now and it will set you up for your best life possible.” 
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